Matt 6:19-24 

Introduction
Before we look into the Word of God, I’d like you to do a little mental exercise. I’d like you to think about what it is, you talk about in a normal day. If someone was to record the words coming out of your mouth, what would be the most frequent topic? Of put another way, what is the most common topic of conversation in our society? 
I suggest to you that one of the most common topics of conversation in our society, and for that matter in many others, is money. How much does it cost to buy, a bus ticket, lunch, coffee, and so on. 
It shouldn’t be a surprise to us that Jesus spoke a lot about money, and that is what we’re going to look at this morning, some of the texts where Jesus speaks about money. 
I’d like us to look at a number of texts this morning/evening regarding money. Most of these texts are statements the Lord said himself. As always the texts, themselves, are very clear. How to interpret them and apply them to our lives, is sometimes more difficult. 
The main passage I’d like us to look at this morning is found in Matt 6:19 to 24 (34). 
When the Lord says don’t store up for yourselves treasures on earth....What does He mean by that? 
Does he mean we’re not supposed to put money aside for retirement? Does it mean we shouldn’t have a stamp collection, art collection, train collection, or new car, or nice home? Why is it that we take certain of his clear teaching quite literally, and other texts not so much? How do we understand the Bible? Since the Word of the Lord has a universal and timeless application, how does this text apply to our circumstances here in Canada today, as compared to the believers who live abject poverty, or where banking is not an option, or before it became an option? In Jesus’ time the sense of family, clan and tribe was their social security system. Perhaps they didn’t need to look after themselves as much as we do. Certainly the banking system was different. Is this a statement for all believers, or just for those who have a certain calling to leave all and follow Him? 
Those are some of the questions that can go through our minds as we attempt to apply to our lives. 


Verse 19. Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth.....
This passage contains some of the most revolutionary teachings of our Lord – and some of the most neglected. (W. MacDonald). The theme of this chapter is how to find security for the future. Jesus contravenes all human advice to provide for financially secure future. There is no security in material things. Any type of material treasure on earth, can be destroyed. 
“ Jesus' words strike at the core of human selfishness, challenging both the well-to-do who have possessions to guard and the poor who wish they could acquire them. His words are so uncomfortable that even those of us who say we love him and fight to defend Scripture's authority find ourselves looking for ways around what he says.” IVP commentary. 
Principles
When we work on applying any verse it is good to review some of the greater principles that speak to this topic and that are supported throughout the Word of God.
Let’s do that for a while, and then we’ll eventually come back to these questions. 
We are to live for the future, with eternity in mind. 
Hebrews 11:13 to 16, 
“All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were aliens (pilgrims) and strangers on earth. People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of their own. If they had been thinking the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to return. Instead, they were longing for a better country – a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.” 
1 Peter 1:17, “...live your lives as strangers here’ (sojourning as resident aliens). 
This means that often we are to ‘delay gratification’, put off pleasure for the moment in view of eternal gain. We’re not to be like Esau who sold his birthright for a mess of potage. He was hungry now, and didn’t mind losing his inheritance to satisfy an immediate pleasure. We trade instant gain for future considerations...like hockey trades before the deadline. 
In many instances, our reward will be later. 
This world is not our home, we’re just passing through. 


We are to seek, cherish, set our mind and heart on for heavenly values
Colossians 3:1- 5. 
“Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ, in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.”
“...and greed, which is idolatry.”
What is important to the Lord, is not always what is important in the thinking of this world. The apostle Paul explains what he means by this in the verse that follow and they concern the way we live our lives. 
What does it mean to put our heart and mind into something? Perhaps some of you have watched a football or hockey game recently. The fans are into it. The Lord asks us to ‘get into the game’.  Put our heart into it. 

Treasure  
In this passage the emphasis seems to be on money. But of course it can anything, or even a person, or some pleasure. Not everyone is a crass materialist. The emphasis is that it is something tied to this world. Of course the Bible continually exhorts us not idolize anything. 
God has given us all things to enjoy. The apostle Paul says he has learned to be content in whatever condition he is in, whether it be in plenty, or in want. The Bible does not teach us to despise things, nor pleasure. But the temptation is for these things to take over our lives. 

‘For yourselves...’ is another key term as we think about principles to live by. The Word of God teaches us not be self-centred, but rather Christ centered, and focussed on others. Illustration: Bad weather. 
A.B.Simpson, in Book One of the Christ in the Bible, lists 31 types of selfishness comparing them to the 31 kings Joshua and the people of Israel were to conquer in the Promised land. It is an on-going battle until the end. 



Things on this earth decay
One of the reasons for this is that, earthly treasures are never really secure. Where moth and rust destroy, thieves come in and steal. 
The argument here is that we can spend a lot of time saving wealth, only to lose it to thieves. Not to mention Ponzi schemes, financial markets never were a secure place.
James 5:1-6,   Your riches have rotted and your garments have become moth-eaten. Your gold and your silver have rusted. 
Rust is not just a Canadian thing that attacks our cars. 
It would be a shame to spend our heart, soul and life on acquiring wealth, only to have it disappear. What the Lord is saying is that don’t waste your life living for something that will rot. 


Riches are a snare, a trap. 1 Timothy 6: 9,10 
Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare ...the love of money is the root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 
This was written 2,000 years ago, and yet the heart of man has not changed, and many are still tempted by this.
Not only is it a waste of time, but it can ruin our faith, and cause much painful grief. Can you imagine someone who knew and loved the Lord, perhaps even served him, and then was tempted away from the faith by the lure of wealth. King Solomon is an example of a man who started well, but who finished badly, because of his great wealth. 
Wealth is a great servant, but a cruel taskmaster.  
Matt 6:25,28, Our lives can be consumed by worry about money. 
Worry can choke the work of the Word in our hearts. Matthew 13, parable of the Sower. 


Riches can keep us from entering the Kingdom of God. 
Story of the rich young ruler Luke 18:18-30
The instant gratification of wealth, and the possibilities it brings, must be a distraction. For whatever reason, wealth stopped the rich young ruler from following the Lord. 
The Lord is quick to point that while it is difficult, it is not impossible. 

Lyon, France 
About the year 1170 – – Peter Waldo called to see one of the men who was a priest in one of the churches in Lyons. “Sir Priest,” he said, “I have a question to ask. The other day, a friend of mind died. Men will die, I suppose; I will die. But, my friend was not ready to die. Sir Priest,” he said, “tell me: what is the surest road to heaven?” The priest took down a copy of the Bible that he had which was written in Latin and read some words; then he spoke the words in Peter Waldo's own language. They were those words that Jesus spoke to that rich young Ruler: “If thou wouldest be perfect, go, sell what thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” As day followed day, Peter Waldo thought on those words, and in the end, he said to the Lord, “I will do it.”
Soon Lyons was ringing with the news, we read, “that rich Peter Waldo the merchant, had sold everything he possessed, and had given the money to the poor.” He wasn't sad, however, for now he knew that he had that “treasure in heaven” that Jesus had spoken about. Like most people in his day he wasn't able to read or write, but he soon began to learn so that he could read the Bible for himself. He was disappointed, however, for he soon discovered that all the Bibles were like the one that the priest had and were written in Latin, or some other difficult language. But Peter refused to be beaten, and in a little time he persuaded two of his friends, who were great scholars to translate the Bible into the people's own tongue.
Now, as he began to read the words of Jesus for himself, he was struck by another saying of the Lord's: “Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” Gathering his friends around him, he read these words, and said, “Then we must go.” They had very little money, or even none at all; but they each had a copy of the word of God and off they went. Many of them used to carry a pedlar's pack with them full of the kind of things that the people in the lonely farms would want to buy. “Laces; fine needles; ribbons; dainty pouches,” they used to call; and after the people of the farms would buy what they wanted, then, Peter Waldo and his friends would say, “But I have a treasure much more rare and precious than these. May I show it to you, mistress, and tell you all about it?” Then, out would come the Word of God and soon the gospel was being told to people who had never heard it before.
After a time, however, the priests began to forbid the people to listen to these “Waldensians” as Peter Waldo and his friends were now called, and they were greatly persecuted because they believed that they must go on preaching regardless of what the priests said. Many hundreds were put to death by the priests and their armies, and sometimes whole villages were burned and every person killed or taken prisoner to the dungeons. Some of them were frozen to death in the winter snows, and some others, who had hidden in caves to escape the armies, were smoked to death as the priests and soldiers lit great fires at the caves' mouths.
In spite of all this, though the Waldensians refused to deny the Lord Jesus Christ, or to give up His Word, the Bible. “We promise,” they vowed, “to maintain the Bible without admixture ... persevering in this holy religion, though it be at peril of our life, in order that we might transmit it to our children intact and pure, as we received it from our fathers.”


It is possible to be rich on earth, and poor for eternity. 
The rich man and Lazarus Luke 16
Riches can keep us separated from God for eternity. Luke 16:19, All earthly riches are but temporary. What is the eternal value of what we do and how we spend our time? 
Dressed in fine clothes, joyously lived in splendour every day. He was happy, had everything he wanted, when he wanted it. 
What of course was wrong with this picture? There was a man outside his gates who was literally, dirt poor. The insidious deception of riches is the selfishness required to be rich. Obviously if I’m spending all this on myself, I’m ignoring those in poverty around me. Living for self is the opposite of living for God, and for others. 
Of course we can live for self without being rich. The ostentatious display of wealth is the epitome of selfishness. 
The rich man missed out on eternity, because he was preoccupied with his wealth. His wealth inoculated him from thinking about eternity. 
What would you rather be, rich on earth and poor for eternity, or poor on earth and rich for eternity? 

Choose light over darkness...Verse 23
Our minds. Where is our vision? 

Choose God over $. 
Verse 24 gets to the heart of the issue, we cannot serve two masters, $ and God. 
When the desire for wealth starts to dictate our every move, every thought, every word, then we’re in trouble. God does not want to compete with another god, for the affections of our heart. 
If we are dominated by the thought of money, earning more money, then we have a problem. If our goal in life is to become wealthy, we’re not on the right track. Money can be an idol. 
Page 68, 70, Andrew Carnegie....idolatry. 
Page 52, 53, Counterfeit Gods, Timothy Keller, 



GOOD NEWS
Christ in our life will free us from greed
How did Zacheus go from being a man consumed by greed, to a being a generous individual?  Luke 19: 1-10, 
Jesus changed his heart. 

Responsible use of money. Luke 16:1-13. 
We have the same verse again, but in different circumstances. Verse 13, “No man can serve two masters...”. 
The response to Jesus’ teaching on money, and the perils of riches, is not to be irresponsible. On the contrary, he requires us to be vigilant, to manage our money well, and to use it for the greater good. 
We’re not to disdain money to the point that we waste it. 
Responsible use of money. 
Look after our own needs...otherwise someone else will have to do it for us. 



Where our treasure is, there will our heart be also. 
What are we to?
We are to invest in heaven. We are to seek first the Kingdom of God, today, and every day. 
How we spend our money, is a measure of our spiritual maturity. If we are constantly and forever only spending money on ourselves, would that not make us selfish? 
Invest your money where moth and rust won’t destroy it. There is a saying that you can’t take it with you, but you can send it on ahead. 
Where your money is there will your heart be also. We sing that our hearts are with the Lord, but is that where our money is? 
Giving all our money away and following the Lord, is an extreme situation. We are only given one example of that in the Scripture. What God does want us to do, is live in such a way that we honour Him with our resources, whether it be time or money, on a regular basis. It’s similar to dieting, or maintaining a healthy lifestyle. 
Tithing
Principle of the Old Testament. While we’re not under any obligation to do that, it is a good example. Breaking our giving of money into bite-size regular portions is just a good habit. Leviticus 27:30,31

It is more blessed to give than to receive. 
The Lord himself, as reported in Acts 20:35, said it is more blessed to give than to receive. 2 Corinthians 10 elaborates this teaching on giving. 
Luke 1:7-14. John the Baptist’s response to those wanting to know what to do, focussed on their possessions. 








Conclusion. 
Let’s review our principles: 
	1.
	We are to live for the future, for eternity. 

	2. 
	We are to set our hearts and minds on heavenly things. 

	3. 
	We are to identify what treasures we seek. 

	4. 
	We are to identify selfishness. 

	5. 
	Things on earth decay. 

	6. 
	Riches are a snare to the Christian.

	7. 
	Riches can keep someone from entering the Kingdom. 

	8. 
	It is possible to be rich on this earth, and destitute for eternity. 

	9. 
	Choose light over darkness. 

	10. 
	Choose God over $. 

	11. 
	Use our $ responsibly. 

	12.
	Where our treasure is, there will our heart be also. 




These are some concepts to keep in mind, and review, before you visit your financial planner. 
1. Let’s not admire wealth to the point that we are reversing God’s values. 
2. Let’s give proportionately from our income to the Lord’s work. 
3. On a daily basis, how much of my life, is just about me? 

A secretary of a British missionary society called on a Calcutta merchant for help. He gave him a check for $250. A cablegram came; it reported one of his ships wrecked and all cargo lost. The merchant said to the secretary: "This makes a very great difference in my affairs, I'll write you another check." The secretary understood and handed back the check, whereupon he wrote another for $1,000. "That cablegram," he explained, "was from my Father. It read, 'Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth.' " 
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