Work of the Lord….August 17th, 2011
You may have noticed that we have a number of job descriptions posted at the back of the chapel. We have done this to help you and others, and help you help others, find your place of service at Rideauview. They also explain a lot of the work that is being done, often unnoticed. This is not exhaustive, not complete, nor will it ever be complete. There are many things that go on for the Lord at Rideauview that defy defining. These descriptions are not chiselled in stone. They are meant to be a guide, they identify the needs, clarify what is expected and tell you how to get involved. Many of these descriptions apply to a team or committee, and not to any one person in the committee. So don`t be intimidated by the requirements.  

What does the Word of God say about the work of the Lord? 
How is the work of the Lord different from the concept of work in everyday life? 
What are the similarities between the work of the Lord, and work in everyday life? 
Before we look into the Word of God, let’s pray. 
Ephesians 2:8,9, 
‘…not a result of works, so that no one may boast.’ 
We cannot earn our salvation by our works. Salvation is the free gift of God to all who will receive it. Any good works that we might do, have no bearing on our salvation.  We have a saviour who died on the Cross for our sins, and who paid the price for our redemption. His love is constant toward us, regardless of our performance. 
ONE 
Ephesians 2:10, 
“For we are his workmanship created in Christ Jesus  for good works which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.’ 
God has prepared good works for us to do. 2X
This is a promise for each of us. At every point in our Christian life, whatever our age, spiritual age, gender, socio-economic status, health, education, there are good works for us to do, prepared by the Lord. No Christian can say truthfully, God has nothing for me to do. This is a comforting truth. At every stage in life, regardless of our health, finances, age (whether too young or too old), God has something for us to do. That gives us purpose and meaning in life. 
For example: in the Federal public service when a job posting goes up, it is referred to as a ‘competition’. There is no such thing in the Lord’s work. It is by appointment only. 
It’s important for us to consider this truth when we think about our long-term plans, and our daily life. 
Good deed. We used say, ‘have you done your good deed for the day’? I recognize there are a lot of short comings with this statement, it’s not as if we are buying our way to God’s pleasure, counting our good deeds, or that we only should do one. 
Am I doing the good works that God has planned for me today? And, it’s not a bad thing to recognize, and say, ‘ that was a good work that God had prepared for me today. 
Our responsibility then is to find out what these good works are. 
Romans 12:1 – 3, 
The difficulty with a living sacrifice is that it has a tendency to crawl down off of the altar. 
There are a number of conditions and assumptions here that we need to explore: 
1. Am I willing to do the good works God has prepared for me? Perhaps I have a preconceived idea in my mind as to what I should be doing but in fact, that is not God’s will for me. 
For example: Peter, in Acts 10, was asked to do something that cut across his opinions, tastes, and convictions. 
For example: Joseph in the O.T.; Mary and Joseph in the N.T.; 
For example: Feeding of the 5,000. Craig Beattie pointed this out to us, What if when the Lord said to the disciples, have them sit down in groups of 50, Lord, don’t you remember, we’re the ones who just came back from a mission where we preached, cast out demons, and did healing. We don’t do administration, much less distribute food. That’s a deacon’s job. What did they say, yes.  I would suggest to you that sometimes people get stuck behind this idea that they can only do what they perceive their gift to be, and they block out all other avenues of service. 
God can is sovereign, he can give us new gifts, and help us develop the ones we have, according to the need. 


2. Am I walking with the Lord? We grieve the Spirit of God. 
For example: Rogers repairman. Telephone…line was blocked. No message could get through. The real price we pay for indulging in sin, is that the communication is weakened between us and the Lord, and eventually breaks down completely, until we humble ourselves and come back to Him. Sin is stuff that is not God’s will, as revealed in His Word…attitudes, thoughts, actions that block the lines of communication. That is the real cost of going indulging in bad behaviour….our relationship with the Lord is weakened. 
Romans 12:2, Having our mind transformed, in order to discern the will of God. 
Is the Word of God directing our heart, soul, mind and strength. 
The key to productive Bible study, and insight, is Rom 12:1, The next step is learning God’s perspective, and interpreting the world through His eyes. 

3. Am I willing to work with others? We are part of the body of Christ. 
For example: When we’re on a team it easy to see who has what gift. She has the gift of mercy, she doesn’t. He is organized, he isn’t. Let me ask you this, Are you on a team? How well do you work with others? Do you enjoy working with others? If you don’t working with others then you need to ask yourself, why? This is one of the common faults of our society: individualism. 
There are at least 15 committees, or teams, at work at Rideauview. I don’t know if you have every worked on a committee, but working with others is a skill in itself that requires patience, listening to others and supporting others. 
Are you a loner?  
1 Corinthians 12:12 to 26, What is my rapport with my brothers and sisters? Am I contributing to the unity of the chapel? This is a way of seeing clearly what our gifts are. 


TWO 
John 6:29, Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God that you believe in him whom he has sent.”  We trust in Jesus Christ for all things. 
Faith is at the core of the work of God. We believe more in the power of God, than in the power of man, and man’s work. We believe that God has a plan, and that He is working in the world today. We believe in an all-powerful, all-knowing, infinite God who is outside the world system, who created the world, and who acts in it and on it. This is a whole different concept than believing in man, and what man can do without the intervention or help of an outside force. It is God who raises up workers, who directs the work, and who gives the resources to accomplish the work. God’s work done in God’s way will not lack God’s resources. 
Matt 9:35 to 38, Prayer.
Illustration:  A woodpecker was pecking away at a tree on day. Suddenly a gust of wind came along and blew down the tree, to which the woodpecker said, ‘look what I have done!’ We should never over-estimate our importance. 

THREE
1st Cor 3:9,  God’s fellow workers. We work in collaboration with God. Why He wants to use us is beyond our understanding, but He does use us. He doesn’t need us, but He has chosen to use us. 	
1 Cor 12: 4 to 7….Gifts of the Spirit. God equips us for service. 
God directs us in our service. 
Colossians 1:18 ‘He is the head of the body, the church’ 

Four
Romans 5:5 “…God’s love has been poured into our hearts.” Our motivation is from God. 
 People in the world discipline themselves to attain great achievements, in sport, in politics, in business and other exploits. Who knows what their motivation is? 
The motivation that God would have us to operate by is, love. He is not standing there with a whip over our heads. 1 John 5:3, His commandments are not burdensome. 

Example of the paralytic, and his friends. 

How does this work at Rideauview…from the elders’ perspective.  
We believe that God has good works for us to do, that is, the assembly. 
We are willing to do whatever the Lord would lead us to do. 
As an assembly we cannot do everything that is conceivable. 
We seek to stay in fellowship with the Lord. 
Walking with the Lord is primary. 
We place a priority on working together. 
1 Corinthians 13, is between chapters 12 and 14, which both talk about the body of Christ and the gifts of the Spirit. ‘Check the oil’. Without love nothing works. 
We believe more in the power of God, than in the power of man. 
Prayer is a primary. 
We submit to Jesus Christ as the head of the church. 
Our motivation is the love of God. 
We do not try and coerce people to serve God through guilt, shame, or other methods of human manipulation. 

How is the work of the Lord similar to work in everyday life? 
ONE
1 Corinthians 3:5 to 17, 
According to the grace, given to me, ‘like a skilled master builder’. 
The work of the Lord requires discipline, skill, and diligence, like normal work. 
For example: International work: competencies for international work: 
These are qualities that are required in the Lord’s work. 
TWO
Luke 16:10 to 13, ‘One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches?’ 
The Lord is commending this man for the fact that he used his head, that he worked hard and found a solution. If we can’t manage our money, how are we going to manage true riches, that is, the work of the Lord. 
Think of whatever your secular job is, and the planning, the effort, the perseverance that is required, just to name a few skills, plus many others depending on what it is you do, and that is what is required in the work of the Lord. 

THREE…other references
Romans 16:3, 9, ‘my fellow workers in Christ Jesus’, Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ. 
Philippians 2:25; fellow worker and fellow soldier, 
4:3, ‘…these women who have laboured side by side with me in the Gospel.’ 
1 Thess 3:2; ‘…coworker in the Gospel of Christ.’ 
1Tim 5:18, ‘…those who labour in preaching and teaching….the labourer deserves his wages…’
Workers are worthy of a salary, of pay. 
2 Tim 2:15, ….a worker who has no need to be ashamed. 
The work of God requires effort, commitment, time, money, planning and perseverance. 
Acts 20:35, ‘…through hard work…’ 

CONCLUSION
Psalm 127:1, 2 
Typically there is: the work of the Lord at Rideauview, my secular job, my family, and other people. In the particular unit I’m in, I could work overtime, we have the funding, 
John 9:4, ‘We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no man can work.’ 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mark 13:34, ‘….each with his own work…and what I say to you, I say to all, “Stay awake!”
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