August 20th, 2011…Why come to church? 
Why bother coming to the meetings of the church? I’m speaking to believers, and in the context of Rideauview Bible Chapel. I want us to think about why we come to meetings? Why bother coming out on Sunday morning, evening or Tuesday evening?
As I have asked this question, I’m sure you’ve had some answers come to your mind. There are a number of reasons why we gather, and why these meetings are profitable.  The primary reason why we come to church, whether that be Sunday morning, 9:30, 11:15, 6:30, or Tuesday evening, is to be with the Lord Jesus and to listen to his Word. 

Luke 10:38 to 42, 
Mary was sitting at the Lord’s feet and listening to His teaching. 
We have a wonderful opportunity to sit at his feet, and listen to His teaching on Sunday morning, Sunday evening and Tuesday evening. I know I’m preaching to the choir, here.  There are many useful and good things that we could be doing, other than coming to church on a Sunday evening. We could be evangelising, spending time with family and friends. We could be getting some much needed rest and relaxation. What Martha was doing was legitimate, at least in her eyes, and the Lord doesn’t condemn her. But the Lord reminds her of the importance to sit at the Lord’s feet and listen to his teaching. When we come to a meeting where the Word of God is preached, that is the attitude of heart that we should have. 
My sense is that we can come to a service such this, and forget that our primary goal is to hear the voice of the Lord. We can get fixated on the speaker, either positively or negatively. I suggest to you that when we do get fixated on a speaker, we set ourselves up for disappointment, sooner or later. Because the goal is to hear the Lord’s teaching, and to worship the Lord, not the speaker. We have to get beyond the speaker. 
I enjoy a speaker, his gift, and the particular nature of his gift. We have a wide range of speakers, and styles of communication. When we listen to a speaker, we need to let the Lord speak to us and we can ask ourselves, what is the Lord Jesus saying to me through this message? 
Illustration. In the early 70s, a friend of mine who I had been witnessing to, came out. We were sitting right here, in the front row, the place was packed. David Long was speaking, Patrick Long’s father. David had been a missionary to Angola. This place was packed. My friend got gloriously saved, during the meeting. I asked him, was it something specific the preacher said, he said I can’t remember what he said, but while he was speaking, I understood, and I accepted the Lord. His life was turned around, and he went on for the Lord. I was thrilled that my friend found the Lord. 
In another conversation, a friend of mine from the chapel, who was saying he didn’t like the way the speaker had presented his material, or his delivery. We’re entitled to our opinion on speakers, but let’s keep in mind, that God is our midst. 

You see there is a ‘wild-card’ factor in our meetings. What goes on our meetings, is not just, the speaker’s presentation meets the audience. That is what happens in the lecture hall, or any other presentation that we might hear in the secular setting. It might spark some creative new ideas as well, but the church is different. We are listening the living and active Word of God. The Holy Spirit takes this word and bores it into our hearts to change lives. That is what goes on in our meetings. 
We can have legitimate reasons for not coming to these meetings. The Lord loves it when his people come together, and sit at his feet, and listen to his teaching. ‘…but one thing is necessary. Mary has chosen the good portion, which will not be taken away from her. That’s what we’re doing on Sunday evenings, and Tuesday evenings. We’re coming before the Lord Jesus, in an attitude of worship, and listening to His teaching. Perhaps we have legitimate reasons for not being her, serving others. 
I have heard people say from time to time that they know of people who attend a lot of church services, but they don’t have any love, or they know of churches where the Word is preached, but not practiced. Your assessment of those situations may or may not be accurate, for one, for two, don’t let that thinking deprive you of meeting with the Lord’s people, enjoying His presence and His word to your heart. Don’t blame your present behaviour on others. 




Christ is present in the local church gatherings in a specific way. 
Jesus Christ is omnipresent, He is everywhere. So in what way is His presence different in church, than if I was out admiring the glory of God in nature? Or what is the difference between His presence at a home-Bible study, or at the church, or just reading my Bible at home by myself? The Lord is with us all the time, at work, throughout the week, to the ends of the earth. I suggest to you he is with us in a very specific and powerful way, when we come together as a church. 
The Lord wants to meet with us, and speak to us as a congregation, and individually. I suggest He is present in our gatherings like he was present over the tabernacle in the O.T. This is where they met the Lord. 
The presence of the Lord Jesus at our meetings: 
Most of know that the Roman Catholic teaches that Jesus Christ is literally and materially present in the bread and the wine, the doctrine of transubstantiation. So participants come to meet Christ, eat his flesh. Luthern and Reformed churches, while not exactly the same believe that the Lord is present in a special way in the emblems. For most Baptist,Pentecostal, and churches like ours, we believe that the bread and the wine are symbols to help us remember what the Lord did for us. They are not in and of themselves a sacrament, they do not convey any special grace. We do not make an idol of the Lord’s Supper.  
The Lord is present in our meetings. He is not more present at the Lord’s Supper, than he is at the 11:15 service. 
The Lord is present where two or three gather in his name, and in particular when we meet as a local church. He is not more present at the Lord’s Supper than he is at the Sunday or Tuesday evening meeting. 

1 Cor 3:16,17 The ‘you’ here is plural. He’s referring to the local church. Vs 17 is more of an observation, than a threat, but should serve as a warning to anyone who seeks to disrupt, divide or destroy a local church. 
1 Cor 6:19, ‘we are individually , our body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, and we are therefore encouraged to live in a manner pleasing to God. 
2 Corinthians 6:14 to 18; 
We are the temple of God. I will make my dwelling among them. The local church is the temple of God. God is present in his church, and in his church gatherings. 


Exodus 6:7
God dealt with the people of Israel, as a group. 

Exodus 29:45
I will dwell among….that I am the Lord their God…that I might dwell among them.
God was present in a special way in the temple, in the O.T. In the wilderness, the cloud by day, the fire by night over the tabernacle, was a reminder of the presence of God. 

When we come to the gathering of the church, God is in this place. 
He wants us to come to meet with him, and remember that He is our saviour, and leader. 

Leviticus 26:11,12,13
The Lord is in our midst, walking amongst us. This has been God’s desire and will in all of history. 

Ephesians 2:18 to 22, 
In him you are also built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 
These references, except 1 Cor 6, refer to God in our midst when we come together as a local church. 
2 Cor 6:14-18, 
He talks here about separation from the world. REREAD 16, ‘…For we are the temple of the living God; as God said, I will make my dwelling among them, and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.’ 
John 1:14, the word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
The Lord is reaching out to us and calling us to talk with Him, to listen to Him. He wants alone time, fellowship, intimacy, communion, communication. 
Most of us know how it feels when someone we love, or respect, or esteem, ignores us, doesn’t want to talk to us, or listen to us. It’s frustrating, it hurts, makes us feel insecure even. God doesn’t feel insecure when we don’t listen to him, but I suggest, He is grieved. 
God makes His presence felt, and His Word more clear to us, in meetings of the church, than elsewhere. In the days of the early church, members didn’t have Bibles to read at home, they had to come to meetings to get the Word of the Lord. They couldn’t watch or listen to their favourite preacher on the internet. We have incredible resources at our disposal. I enjoy reading the thoughts of gifted men of God, preachers, whom I would not be able to listen to, if it weren’t for modern technology. 
Even with all our resources, one of God’s greatest provision for the believer is the local church, and the meetings of the local church, where the Word of God is preached and the Holy Spirit applies it to our hearts. 

Fellowship with the Lord Jesus. 
1 Corinthians 1:9, God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 1 John 1:3, ‘so that you too may have fellowship with us, and our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.’
We have been called into fellowship with Christ, not just individually, but as a church. 
Is there anything more precious than our fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ? Another word for fellowship, or another aspect of fellowship, is friendship. 
“Oh the comfort, the inexpressible comfort, of feeling safe with a person; having neither to weigh thoughts nor measure words, but pour them all right out just as they are, chaff and grain together, knowing that a faithful hand will take and sift them, keep what is worth keeping, and with the breath of kindness blow the rest away.”
Meetings are a time to cultivate our friendship with the Lord Jesus…to tell him how we feel about things, to listen to what he has to say…not out loud of course, but in our hearts.  


What meetings am I talking about? 
We remember the Lord in the breaking of the bread, and the drinking of the cup. We do it on the Lord’s day, albeit in the morning. We forego the meal. Our meeting is stretched over the day. We look to the Lord to lead in the selection of speakers and teachers.
We’ve adapted this to our culture, our mindset, and our way of doing things. Different cultures have a different attitude to time, and being on time. 
If and when we talk about how we follow the NT pattern, we need to qualify that a bit. 

On Sundays, at Rideauview we have the Lord’s supper, 11:15 service, 6:30 p.m. service, and Tuesday evening prayer meeting are all church meetings. That means that all are invited. 
We come to the meetings of the church to meet with Christ, to worship Him and to listen to His teaching. 
What were the church meetings? 
When did the church gather? 
1 Cor 11:17 to 34; vs 18. When you come together as a church. There are divisions among you. 
Vs 20, when you come together
25b, do this, as often you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
26, for as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup 
33. when you come together. 
(it is a very serious matter to divide the body of Christ, to cause division in the church)
1 Corinthians 14:26, when you come together…
33. God is not a God of confusion, but of peace. 
Acts 1st Sunday of the month. 
The resurrection was on the first day of the week. 
Acts 20:7 evidently the meeting was in the evening. 
1 Corinthians 16:2 
Rev 1:10, 

If we were going to follow strictly what the early Christians did, we would have pot-luck on Sunday evening, during which time we’d break bread and drink the cup as the Lord commands, and listen to different messages as led by the Spirit. 


Mary listened to the Lord’s teaching
Isaiah 61:1-3, Luke 4:18 to 21, The Lord came as a preacher and a teacher, to proclaim good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty, …to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour. 
We know from Genesis 1, that God spoke the world into existence. Similarly, it’s God method to bring spiritual life, through the proclaiming, or preaching, of the Word of God. 
Luke 4:42 to 44, 
Mark 3:14, 
Matthew 28:16 to 20, 
Acts 2:42 to 44, ‘…devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching…’ 
1 Timothy 2:7 ‘I was appointed a preacher and an apostle…’ 
Teaching and preaching of the Word of God is a cornerstone of our fellowship, our existence as a local church. 

How to enjoy our meetings. 
1 Corinthians 2:14 to 16, 
Natural man, the spiritual man, and the carnal man. 
Illustration from Journey magazine: natural man
Spiritual man: mature. 

1 Cor 3:1 to 4, 
Carnal man: immature, envy, jealousy, taken up by the things of the world. What was solid meat for him, was fluff for the spiritual man. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]It’s important for us as believers, when we gather, we approach the Word of God, to humble our hearts, confess our sins, and get right with the Lord. 



Conclusion. 
Hebrews 10:24,25. ‘And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”
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