Intro to the Gospel according to Mark
On Tuesday evenings throughout the summer we are going to be plowing our way through the Gospel according to Mark, unearthing treasures, not hidden treasures. We could call it open face strip mining as much is there for us, just for the taking. However, we hope to drill down some and bring to the surface that will thrill our hearts, enlighten our minds and change our lives. 
When the brother was here leading us on the workshop on winning Muslims to Christ, he reminded us that there are not 4 Gospels, there is one Gospel, as reported by 4 different authors. It’s the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
The word Gospel, as most of you know, means Good News. In preparing for these studies I’ve been reading some commentaries. Timothy Keller, in his commentary on the Gospel according to Mark, entitled King’s Cross, explains this idea of Good News, in contrast to good advice. There’s a great difference between good news, and good advice, particularly, unsolicited good advice. If I tell you, ‘you should be doing this, or you ought to do that,’ what does it do for you? One more thing to do, or it becomes one more thing weighing on your conscience that you haven’t done. In spite of our good intentions, good advice can become moralistic. The bearers of good advice become moralizers. Moralizing people doesn’t usually help anyone. And we end up going around burdening people with our good advice.  On the other hand, if I say, I’ve got good news, you’re interested.
Keller suggests we can divide the book into two parts: 
Chapters 1 to 8, King, chapters 9 to 16, cross. Thus King’s Cross, well known railway station in London, England, and it serves as a memory jogger. 
It also illustrates the Paradox of the Gospel, the servant King. 
As went our leader, so do we, we are children of God with all the rights and privileges, which include living for others and not just ourselves, even suffering persecution. 
The Gospel was Good News. God has come in the person of Jesus Christ. As we look back this is history, but it’s also good news for us today. Christ is here, he wants to live in us by His Spirit and rule our lives. 





Author
Most scholars now agree that Mark was written first. Between them, Matthew and Luke reproduce almost all of Mark. This was the first systematic account of the life of Christ. 
The book of Mark names no one as author. Since the 2nd century church leaders and scholars have accepted John Mark as the author. Papias, the bishop of Hieropolis in A.D. 140, wrote that Mark became Peter’s interpreter and wrote accurately what Peter remembered of the things of the Lord. Other church fathers including: Justin Martyr, Tertullian, Clement of Alexandria, Origen, and Eusebius confirm this assessment of Mark as the author. 

This was the same young man who had a shaky beginning in the ministry when he abandoned Paul on the apostle’s first trip and decided to return home. Acts 13:13.  Paul was so unhappy with Mark that he refused to take him on the second journey which sparked a quarrel between Paul and Barnabas. Paul and Silas went one way, and Barnabas and Mark went another way. Paul and John Mark later reconciled when Paul was in prison in Rome. Mark served as his aide and delegate. Philemon 24; Colossians 4:10. Later Paul asked Timothy to bring John Mark with him to Rome because he was useful in his service. 2 Timothy 4:11. When Peter was in Rome, he affectionately called Mark, his son: 1 Peter 5:13. 
What a recovery Mark made. He rose from failure to premier biographer. 



Audience: Church at Rome
Writing to a Roman audience, Mark does not have to recite Jesus’ genealogy or refer to Old Testament prophecies that have been fulfilled. Gentiles don’t need a Jewish history lesson, but a clear picture of Christ. And the Romans believe in power and action. So Mark makes sure they have a no-nonsense, concise, action-packed summary. Mark pictures Jesus as powerful –giving sight to the blind, raising the dead, calming stormy seas, restoring deformed bodies. But he shows Jesus using this might power to help others, taking the form of a servant, not a king. (Life Application Bible Commentary) 
Christ is all action in Mark. Mark uses the historical present tense over 150 times. Jesus comes, heals, says. There are more miracles recorded in Mark than in any other Gospel, despite it being the shortest. Everything is in ‘eyewitness’ news briefs, vivid and fast-moving. Mark uses the Greek word, ‘immediately’ some 42 times (there are only 7 occurences in Matthew, and one in Luke). The conjunction ‘and’ is unusually frequent, beginning 12 of Mark’s 16 chapters. 
ESV study Bible suggests that of the 4 Gospel accounts, Mark is most overtly a ‘docudrama’ consisting of noteworthy ‘clips’ as well as typical or representative events. 
To put it in government language, there is more concern here with operational issues, than policy. 
 Mark published his Gospel sometime between A.D. 55 and 70, probably after the death of Peter A.D. 64, and the Neronian persecution. Nero made the Christians scapegoats for his burning of Rome, so that the church was driven to the Catacombs. 
Before the fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. 
Galilee in the 20s and 30s, Rome in the 60s. 
One of the original purposes was to encourage the Gentile church in Rome. He wanted them to see Christ as the suffering, servant, Saviour. Christ is the one who speaks, acts and delivers in the midst of crisis. Christ will provide that same energy to us as we serve Him.  
He was writing a book for the guidance and support of his fellow Christians in a situation of intense crisis. 
About one third of the book is devoted to the death of Jesus. Many other references to suffering: the misunderstanding of his family, and others; the cost of discipleship and references to persecution. 
Centuries later we live in a secular culture whose predominant values are far from Christian. While usually not as violent as Roman persecution, believers are pressured to forget Christ. As is Rome, it would be easy to become discouraged, dismayed and doubtful. As we read Mark, look at Jesus and see him for who he is: God in the flesh, the suffering Servant, your Saviour and model for how to live. 


Messages: 
Jesus Christ, Son of God; Jesus Christ, Servant; Discipleship; Miracles; Evangelism. 
In the Gospels, on the whole, the title, Son of God, and Son of Man, are each used approximately 80 times each. 
There is a greater emphasis in Mark on the use of the Son of God. 
1:1, 1:9, 21-34; 2:1-12, 23-28; 3:7-12; 4:35-41; 
Jesus was God in the flesh. When Jesus lived on earth, he clearly told his followers, the crowds, the religious leaders, and his accusers that he was the Son of God. (14:60-65). And he demonstrated this truth by forgiving sins, controlling the forces of nature, and overcoming disease, demons, and death. In addition, Mark affirmed the divinity of Jesus by reporting the voice from heaven at Jesus’ baptism: ‘You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased:, the Transfiguration, and the Resurrection. Truly Jesus was and is the Son of God. 
Jesus has the authority to forgive sins, and to change lives. He is the Truth and our authority. 
Jesus: Servant 
Miracles: Mark records more of Jesus’ miracles than his sermons. Mark’s readers could clearly see that Jesus was a man of action and power, not just words. Jesus performed miracles out of his compassion for people who were suffering, to convince the people who he was, and to teach the disciples his true identity as God (8:14-21). 
The more convinced we become that Jesus is God, the more we will see his power and love. Christ’s mighty works show us that he is able to save anyone, regardless of what he or she has done. Nothing is too big or too difficult for Christ to handle. We can give him all our needs and tell him all our problems. 
Are you struggling with doubts and fears? Trust Jesus. Are you hurting or suffering? Tell Jesus. Do you need a miracle in your life? Bring your request to Jesus. 



Key verse: Mark 10:45
‘For even the Son of man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.’ 
Verses 36 to 45, for context. The disciples had been with Jesus for three years. They made a request that revealed that their way of thinking was the exact opposite of Jesus’. These disciples saw greatness according to the world’s definition. Jesus goes on to describe the world’s viewpoint. 
Verse 35: Teacher, they said, we want you to do for us whatever we ask’. 
We’re often like James and John, aren’t we? Lord, bless my projects. We can use others to further our own schemes. 
When you say, “I’ll serve, as long as I’m getting benefits from it,” that’s not actually serving people; it’s serving yourself through them. That’s not circling them, orbiting around them; it’s using them, getting them to orbit around you. 
Many of us look unselfish and dutiful, simply because we can’t say no: ….we’re doing it out of need – we say yes to everything out of fear and cowardice. 
Self-centeredness makes everything else a means to a end. And that end, that nonnegotiable, is whatever I want and whatever I like, my interests over theirs. I’ll have fun with people, I’ll talk with people, but in the end everything orbits around me. 
Service in the church can take many forms: 
Humble service: Illustration, page 18, Mark by Hughes, Intro, Samuel Brengle Savation Army. 
Pastoral work: 
Timothy Keller, King’s Cross,  
p. 141, ‘But if you ever try to love somebody who has needs, someone who is in trouble or who is persecuted or emotionally wounded, it’s going to cost you. You can’t love them without taking a hit yourself. A transfer of some kind is required, so that somehow their troubles, their problems, transfer to you. 
There are a lot of wounded people out there. They are emotionally sinking, they’re hurting, and they desperately need to be loved. And when they are with you, you want to look at your watch and make a graceful exit, because listening to them with all their problems can be grueling. It can be exhausting to be a friend to an emotionally damaged person. The only way they’re going to start filling up emotionally is if somebody loves them, and the only way to love them is to let yourself be emotionally drained. Some of your fullness is going to have to go into them, and you have to empty out to some degree. If you hold on to your emotional comfort and simply avoid those people, they will sink. The only way to love them is through substitutionary sacrifice. 

What is a worship service? 
Speaking, preaching, teaching the Word is a service to others, but more importantly, to God Himself. 
Most, if not all of the brothers, consider speaking as another service to the Lord. Indeed it is. God has ordained that the church be fed, through the preaching and teaching of the Word. We need men to teach the assembly.  However, sometimes speaking, because of the public nature of it, can become a performance thing where we’re more concerned about ourselves, than the ministering to others. 
Worship is a service to God. When we come to our meetings we come to meet with the Lord Jesus, and offer Him worship. Come to serve the Lord. We can come as to church as we would to a social gathering, and it is a social gathering, which is good. There is much more. We come for God, to listen at the Saviour’s feet, as it were, to return our silent praise and adoration. That is how to come. 

Authority is to be used to serve others, and not self. Some know how to lead, and know how to be servants. It is something else again, to know how to be use your authority as a service to others. What is servant leadership? It’s not just being a leader and serving in the kitchen from time to time. It’s realizing that the authority that we have, is to be used for the direct benefit of others, and not ourselves. 
 


Structure techniques. 
Sandwich technique, or intercalation. The weaving together of two stories by splitting the first story in two parts to serve as a frame around the second story. 7 examples of this: 1) Beelzebub controversy, surrounded by the confrontation of Jesus and his family. 2) the raising of Jairus’s daughter as a frame around the healing of the woman with the issue of blood. 3) the sending out of the 12, in the midst of which one hears about the Herod’s banquet. 4) the fig tree incident surrounding the temple action. 5) Jesus’ anointing for death within the plotting against him. 6) the denials of people surrounding the trial of Jesus. 7) the mock coronation within the trial and execution. 
Read the two stories in light of the other, with the one interpreting the other. E.g fig tree / temple. 
Another device: doublets. 1) two feeding narratives. 2) two misunderstandings on the Sea of Galilee. 3) two major blocks of teaching material (ch 4) (ch 13), 
Mark’s Gospel is loaded with questions, both rhetorical and real. Fowler counts 114 in the Gospel, 77 go unanswered. The big question is: Who is Jesus? 
What is this? Why does he eat with sinners? Who, then is this..? Where did…? 
Who and Why. 1: to 8:27, Peter’s confession, 
Three pillar stories: baptism, transfiguration, crucifixion. 1) renting heavens, garments, veil. 2) voice from heaven, from cloud, Jesus’ voice. 3) you are my beloved son, this is my son, the beloved, Truly this man was the Son of God. 4) Elijah.


What was the Lord’s mission? A mission of suffering, 8:31, 9:31, 10:32 
Prediction of the cross, followed by a lesson on serving and discipleship 
8:31 to 37
9:31, 37
10: 32-34, 
The Cross 
As we well know the cross was no accident, but the goal of Christ’s coming. It is there that he paid the price for our sins, that he satisfied the justice of God. 
The disciples didn’t catch on. They remembered afterwards that he had predicted it. 

This is something that would be good for us to remember when we remember the Lord, that the cross for him, means the same for us, for a different reason, but death to selfishness, and yes to service. 
The Lord’s power is not an insurance policy against difficulty. If it were our rapport with the Lord would be like a commercial one, a quid pro quo relationship. You do this for me, I’ll do that for you. I identify with you, You keep me out of trouble. 
It is true when we follow the Lord the very life-style will keep us out of self-inflicted activities that are counter-productive, and a waste of our time. He gives us self-control, wisdom, common sense and wonderful quality of life. However, we are not immune to the normal hardships of life such as unemployment, ill-health, misunderstanding and the list goes on. 
we can be subject to persecution, and also a heightened sensitivity to the needs of others. Furthermore
As the kingship of Christ is different from the world, so is the suffering we might endure as Christians. We are not abandoned, as Christ was. There is blessing in hardship and suffering for the Lord. 
James 1:2 to 7, count it all joy… 
George W. Truett. 
Trouble if rightly used, enables us to honour God. Trouble is a trust, and we are to rightly receive it. (Job...‘though He slay me, yet will I trust Him.’)
Suffering allows God to bestow His grace. 2 Corinthians 12:9
Suffering prepares one to help others. 2 Corinthians 1:1 to 7, 
Suffering helps build character. James 1:2 to 4, 
Suffering encourages one to trust God.
The Lord himself, though He was the King of Kings, he voluntarily suffered the death of the cross. The power of God helped him fulfill the Father’s will. 

So too, the power and presence of God helps us fulfill the Lord’s will for our lives, regardless of what the degree of hardship is. 
The Lord is with us in suffering, and in service. 
Acts 7:54 to 60, Stephen. 
Illustration: “There is a moving scene at the end of Dickens’ Tale of Two Cities. The carts were rumbling through the thronged streets of Paris to the guillotine. (Place de la Concorde…where the blood apparently was knee deep on the horses) In one of them there were two prisoners: a brave man who had once lost his soul but had found it again, and was now giving his life for a friend, and beside him a girl-little more than a child. She had seen him in the prison, and had observed the gentleness and courage of his face. “If I may ride with you,” she had asked, thinking of that last dread journey, “will you let me hold your hand? I am little and weak, and it will give me more courage.” So when they rode together no, her hand was in his; and even when they had reached the place of execution, there was no fear at all in her eyes. She looked at the quiet, composed face of the man beside her, and said, ‘I think you were sent to me by Heaven.” 
The Lord is with us. 
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