Hebrews Intro and Recap: Jan 2nd 
For the next few months on Sunday mornings in our 11:15 service we’ll be looking at the epistle to the Hebrews. This evening I’d like to give an introduction to the book, that is, provide some information that will help us understand its context, and highlight a few features to look for as we go through the book. I’m not attempting to give an overview, Coles notes version, or Hebrews for Dummies. 
The main theme of the book is to demonstrate that Jesus Christ is better than Judaism and that He replaces Judaism. So the author shows that Jesus Christ is better than: the prophets, angels, Moses, Joshua, the High Priest, the Old Covenant, the offerings of the tabernacle.
The circumstances of this book are unique. Up until the coming of Christ the Jewish system was a valid form of worship, authenticated by God. Its observance was a national covenant obligation. Jesus Christ replaced that system. This only happened once in history. When we come to Christ now, from some religious system, we make a choice which those early Hebrew believers had not made, and had not seen the necessity to make, when they first believed. They were not sure of the relationship of the Jewish religion to Christ. 
Studying the book of Hebrews helps us to understand, and properly interpret, the Old Testament. 
Some have suggested that Hebrews corresponds with the book of Leviticus in the Old Testament. Different from the Passover which is typified in the Lord’s Supper, Priests offered what was already sacrificed. So it was with his sacrifice and priestly ministry. His high priestly ministry began after his ascension to heaven. 9:24
The book of Acts describes how early Christians, many of whom were Jewish, transitioned from Judaism to Christianity. 



[image: ]
 Herod’s temple 
Most people know Herod the Great as the king who ordered the Massacre of the Innocents at the time of Jesus' birth. But as well as this he was one of the greatest builders of the ancient world - he rebuilt the Temple on a grand scale.
Construction lasted for 46 years. The area of the Temple Mount was doubled and surrounded by a high wall with massive gates. The Temple was raised, enlarged, and faced with beautiful white stone. Its courtyards served as a gathering place and its shaded porticoes sheltered merchants and money changers. A great door led to the sanctuary, at the western end of which was the Holy of Holies.
The Temple was not only the center of religious ritual. It was also the place where the Holy Scriptures and other important Jewish literature was kept. It was the meeting place of the Sanhedrin, the High Court of Jews during the Roman period.
“No part of the Mosaic economy had taken a stronger hold of the imaginations and affections of the Jews than the High-Priesthood of Aaron, and the system of ritual worship over which its occupants presided. The gorgeous apparel, the solemn investiture, the mysterious sacredness of the high priest, the grandeur of the temple in which he ministered, and the imposing splendour of the religious rites which he performed, - all these operated like a charm in riveting the attachment of the Jews to the now outdated economy, and in exciting powerful prejudices against that simple, spiritual, unostentatious system by which it had been superceded.” (Dr. J. Brown, A.W. Pink)
“The trumpets of the Temple sound long and loud the daily summons to the evening sacrifice, and the priests perform their required washings, attire themselves in their gorgeous vestments, and set out for the house of God, which crowns the hill Moriah like a golden diadem, glittering and flashing in the sun. Again the summons rings forth, and yet again for the third and last time. The officiating priests of the day hasten up the broad steps leading to the outer court. From all over Jerusalem the people, the Levites, and the priests flock toward the Temple as the surrounding hills echo back the trumpet sound. 
Standing somewhere in the assembled crowd is a Jew, born of the tribe of Levi and of the house of Aaron, thus by every right a priest. But he has become a Christian, and so this splendid Temple and its gorgeous ritual, decreed by Holy Writ and by traditions reaching back from century to century, is no longer for him. However, he gazes at it somewhat wistfully, feeling a tug at his heart. Although he knows that the Temple and its functions are mere shadows, and that the substance is Christ, the Temple looks so real and the rituals speak with such authority that the shadow looks like the substance, while the substance seems like the shadow. The epistle to the Hebrews was written for him.” (John Phillips) 
Keep in mind that the temple was an important and dominant building in Jerusalem at the time of Jesus and right up until the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70. People who came to Christ were leaving that very visible and elaborate structure. To give it all up for One branded with infamy, and ‘go forth unto Him outside the camp, bearing his reproach,’ was not easy. The temple, rich with sacred appeal was still standing. The way back was ever open and was a subtle snare. 
While their situation was unique we are familiar with the struggles some have in leaving a major system to come to Christ, being ostracised by their family. 


Leaving a religious or a dominant philosophical system
In Christendum there are many elaborate structures, cathedrals and church buildings. I’m not about to cast my little judgement on what goes on in them, but in many instances, the situation is not unlike the one we have here. It is easy to focus on the building, the mortar. However at some point we need to recognize that there are other greater realities. 
e.g. France. While we were meeting in garages, store fronts, right beside elaborate, beautiful cathedrals but where people we knew, hadn’t found the Lord. 

Invisible versus the visible 
Another secondary application for us is focussing on the invisible versus visible
Throughout the book of Hebrews there is a discussion about the visible, and the invisible. The temple was a shadow of the substance. For this people it was the other way around, the temple was the substance of shadows. Add to this fact that the Christians not only were meeting in store fronts, houses, they were suffering persecution from all fronts. 
10:1, 
a)
God created the material world. We are not of those who despise matter, however, our tendency is to make an idol of what we can see. 
Romans 1:20 to 25, ‘Served and worshipped the creature rather than the creator. 
b) more than just the building, all of the rituals and ceremonies found their fulfillment in Christ, and therefore were no longer necessary. 

 key expressions that run through the epistle: 
‘eternal’: to show that Christianity is a permanent, abiding reality, in contrast with Judaism, which was temporary and passing. (5:9; 6:2; 9:12; 14-15; 13:20)
‘for ever’: 1:8; 5:6; 6:20; 7:17,21, 24,28; 13:8  
heavens: 1:10; 4:14; 7:26; 8:1; 9:24; 12:25-26 
better: 13 times, 1:4; 6:9; 7:7,19,22; 8:6; 9:23; 10:34; 11:16, 35, 40; 12:24
once: 6:4; 7:27; 9:12, 26, 28; 10:2, 10; 12:26, 27. 
Perfect, go on to maturity. 2:10; 5:9; 6:1; 7:11,19,28; 10:14; 12:1,2,  
Who were the readers? 
Hebrew Christians living sometime before the destruction of Jerusalem in AD 70. 
Scholars have dismissed the title: To the Hebrews, which is not part of the original text. 
The book is written to a group of Hebrew Christians who were tempted to return to Judaism. They had become sluggish in their Christian life. They were facing hardship and persecution. 
The author is speaking to a specific local community. It is not a general address. 
	Former days
	10:32
	

	Persecution endured
	10:32, 12:4
	Writer knows their past

	Positive response to hardship 
	10:33,34
	

	Generosity to others
	6:10
	

	Circumstances of how they became Christians
	2:3
	

	Knows their present state of mind
	5:1; 6:9
	

	He knows them personally and hopes to visit them soon 
	13:19,23
	

	Urges prayer on his behalf
	13:18
	Mentions Timothy

	
	
	

	Section of a larger community
	
	

	Ought to be teachers
	5:12
	

	Need to be submitted to leaders
	
	

	Not to forsake the general assembly
	10:25
	



Do we know what their nationality was? 


Issues for Jewish Christians
While the Church started as essentially a Jewish phenomena, the influx of Gentiles into the church which began seriously with Paul’s missionary journeys, eventually transformed an essentially Jewish church into one in which Jews were an ever Decreasing segment. 
This of course created certain tensions, as reflected in Acts 11, 15, Galatians 2, and other passages. Among the problems that Jewish Christians had to deal with were: 
	1.
	How Christ was to be understood in relation to the teaching of many Old Testament passages. 

	2. 
	The religious, cultural, and ancestral attractions of the Old Testament system, particularly the visible features of that worship in contrast to the largely spiritual nature of Christian worship.

	3. 
	The relationship of the Christian movement to the new covenant prophesied by Jeremiah. 

	4. 
	The persecution from their own Jewish brethren and the temptation to avoid it by abandoning the Christian faith. 

	5. 
	The efficacy of the Old Testament sacrifices. 

	6. 
	The relation of Gentile converts to Jewish religious practices. 

	7. 
	The relation of Jewish Christians to Gentiles socially. 

	
	


(H.A. Kent) 
This was a unique situation. 
Acts 3:17 A second chance as a nation. 





 

Who wrote the book? 
We don’t really know because he doesn’t sign it. No where in the book does he identify himself. 
Author: 
The author of this great work never mentions his name, nor is there any direct evidence within the Epistle which helps us definitely identify him. 
Like the strange and mysterious figure of Melchisedec, who suddenly appeared on the stage of human history, and just as suddenly disappeared, yet through a single act became immortalized, so the author of Hebrews through the production of this magnificent Epistle lives on forever. 
Paul; Barnabas (Tertullian), Luke; Clement; Silvanus; Apollos (Luther); Philip; Priscilla; 
	Paul
	Hebrews

	Resurrection 
	Exaltation 

	Redemption 
	Cleansing, Sanctifying, Purifying 

	Tension between flesh and Spirit, believer’s union with Christ 
	New Covenant

	Law, potential source of conflict
	Shadow of the substance

	No mention of the High-Priesthood of Christ 
	High-Priesthood of Christ, central theme of the epistle

	
	

	Paul’s signature
	Anonymous

	Paul’s style; abrupt, digressions
	Polished Greek

	Person testimony and struggles
	No personal testimony

	
	

	
	



1 Peter (suffering, invisible) 

Method of quoting the O.T.
He almost always neglects the human author of his O.T. quotations. (exceptions are 4:7;9:19-20). Throughout the rest of the N.T. the human author is often noted. He normally ascribes the passage he quotes, to God. Elsewhere in the N.T. words are normally ascribed to God only when God is the actual speaker in the O.T. The effect is to emphasize the divine authorship of the whole O.T. for the author, what Scripture says, God says. 
Most of his quotations and allusions come from the Pentateuch, and the Psalms, rather than the historical books or the Prophets. Another interesting feature is that he quotes the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the O.T. rather than the Hebrew text. 
1:5,6,8,10,13
2:12
3:7 Holy Spirit
4:3
5:5
7:2
8:8
10:15
God is the author of Scripture. 


 Some of the topics that are addressed: 
Focus on the substance, not the shadow. 
God’s Word
Entering God’s rest, enjoying the sufficiency of Christ, now. 
High Priest who understands our weakness. 
New covenant that is the Spirit within us. 
High Priest who is the victim, the sacrifice. 
Faith. Perseverance. Hope, Love, 
Focussing on the Lord Jesus because he is better. 
5 warning passages. 

Well known favourite verses: 
2:14, 15, 
4:12
4:16
9:27, 28
11:1, 6 
12:15, 
13:8
13:15



Focus on Christ
3:1, apostle and high priest: apostle tells us about God, high priest tells God about us. 
Persevere. 
12:2,
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