The animal story.
Once upon a time....right after creation.....all the animals got together and formed a school. They established a well-rounded curriculum of swimming, running, climbing and flying. All the animals were required to take all the courses.

The duck excelled at swimming. In fact, he was better than the instructor! But he only made passing grades in climbing and was poor in running. He was so slow, he had to stay after school to practice running. This caused his webbed feet to become so badly worn, he became only average in swimming. But average was quite acceptable, so no one worried except the duck.
The rabbit was at the top of her class in running. But after a while, she developed a twitch in her leg from all the time she spent in the water trying to improve her swimming.

The squirrel was a peak performer in climbing, but was constantly frustrated in flying class. His body became so worn from all the hard landings, he did not do well in climbing and ended up being pretty poor in running.

The eagle was a continual problem student. She was constantly disciplined for being a nonconformist. In climbing class, she would always beat everyone else to the top of the tree, but insisted on using her own way to get there.

Each of the animals has a particular design. When they did what they were designed to do, they excelled. When they tried to operate outside their area of expertise, they were not nearly as effective.

Now let me ask the question. Can ducks run? Sure they can. Is that what they do best? No!

It has been observed that the church is full of “running ducks.” People are running, doing their best……waddling for Jesus! But they are getting tired, frustrated, burned out and eventually drop out.

That is why knowing your Spiritual Gift is so important. Serving according to your unique design enables you to give your best with enthusiasm and effectiveness.
