Hebrews 5:11 to 6:20 


Our section this morning is one of 5 warning passages in Hebrews. I think most of us are familiar with warning signs. 

Perhaps we have our favourites. I like the one on my gas bill that says, if you’re going to be digging around your house, give us a call. Usually a warning is given as a result of previous accidents. I wonder how many people have damaged their gas line. 

Prison area...don’t pick up hitchhikers. 

There are other familiar warning signs, Slippery when wet, Deer crossings. Construction ahead, 

In the mountains, on sharp descents, use your gears. How many cars in the past have burned their brakes. 

Tim Hortons coffee cup...contents may be hot. 

If we have any sense of self-preservation, we take heed, listen to the warnings. Unfortunately human nature is such that we tend to avoid warnings. 

The Bible, N.T. is actually full of warnings. Why is that? Because people have got hurt, have made serious mistakes. So responsible people, warn others not to do the same thing. 

Be sober, be alert, the devil goes about as a roaring lion.  1 Peter 5:8

In the last days, men will be 2 Timothy 3:2-5. Avoid such people. 

Hebrews has 5 warning passages. 

We’re going to look at one today, that has a couple of parts to it. 

TWO WARNINGS, ONE OBSERVATION, PROMISE

5:11-14, 

WARNING # ONE. 

The importance of discernment in the Christian life. 

It’s the constant practice of distinguishing good from evil, that will enable us to grow. It is not just knowing the Scripture but putting it into practice that will allow us to access solid food. 

There is a responsibility here on the part of the listeners to grow up. 

There are behaviours that will hinder our capacity to understand and receive the word of God. 

a. Proverbs, Hebrew term interpreted gullible, (NAS naive) or in (NKJ, NIV), simple. Occurs 14 times. Situation of being easily misled. Raw youths are the mildest sort of fools, for they are malleable, and are capable of being shaped by the educational process, and still have hope of joining the company of the wise. Both Wisdom and Folly compete for their allegiance. 

a. 7:7; 9:4,16: lacks sense

b. Neither shrewd nor insightful, 14:15; 19:25; 

c. Nor wise, 12:11; 

d. Weak-willed, 22:3; 27:15; 

e. Easily seduced, 7:7; 21-22

f. Without a commitment, and open to various influences, he can either be led, or misled, wisdom 9:1-6, folly 13-18
g. Not said to be wicked, or godless, not compared to the fool. Until they repent they are grouped with morally culpable fools and mockers...they bumble into misfortune: 22:3;27:3; 

h. Only if they leave their community of peers, and set out to learn cunning, 8:5; 9:4,6,16, can they live, 9:6. 
b. We are dependent on the Spirit of God to understand the Word of God. When we grieve the Spirit, or quench the Spirit, that hinders our understanding of the Word of God. 1 Cor 2:12, “...we have received the Spirit of God that we might understand...” That’s why believers can get bogged down in Bible study, not enjoy Biblical messages, because there is un-confessed known sin in our lives, and the radar is jammed. Bitterness, lack of forgiveness, hate, envy, : these things will block your Bible study, and ability to understand and enjoy the Word. 
There are snares: love of money, pleasure, alcohol, unforgiving spirit, bitterness, grudge, 

Traditionally, youth is when we figure these things out. 

How does this work? 

1. Take the Bible, N.T. and read it, asking God to speak to your heart. He will show you areas of your life where you lack discernment. 

2. Handy lists: 2 Timothy 3:1-9; 1 Corinthians 13; Galations 5:19,20; 

3. Ask for help, but only if you really what it. 
6:1-4, 

Move on, to grow, to mature. Maturity is similar in the natural world, going from being 100% dependent to being able to support and give back. It’s the progression from selfishness to otherness according to the ways of God as revealed in the Scripture. 

The topics mentioned here might seem like mature topics for us, but they were topics common in Judaism and Christianity, and were basic for them. 

OBSERVATION: 

Verses 4-6 represent for us a difficult passage. Difficult to interpret, 

Difficult because it deals with serious eternal issues. While every passage of Scripture is important, there are some that speak to topics that are less important. This passage speaks to eternal issues. It speaks about people who fall away from the faith. This is a grave issue.  

Difficult to interpret. Good commentators, doctors of the Word down through the ages have had different interpretations of this passage. 

1. Shifts from ‘you’, ‘us’, ‘we’ to ‘those’. He does not suggest he is describing any of his readers. 

2. Verse 9, you were not of these, 
This group of people being referred to, had: 

Five participles; 

1. Once been enlightened. 
2. Tasted the heavenly gift. 
3. Shared in the Holy Spirit.. 

4. Tasted the Word of God. 

5. Have fallen away. Only used here in the N.T. reference to apostasy. 

Our interpretation of this passage, in a large measure, depends on how we understand these participles, or phrases. Were these people truly saved, born again, regenerated by the Holy Spirit? 

Summary of views: 

1. Saved persons who are subsequently lost. 
2. Professed believers who have never really been saved. 
3. Saved persons who backslide.

4. A hypothetical case to illustrate the folly of apostasy. 

1. Saved persons who are subsequently lost. 

People who are truly regenerated,(means born-again)  but who lose their salvation through deliberate apostasy. 

There are Christian groups who teach this, or at least have taught this in the past. 

Fails to deal adequately with the Biblical teaching on eternal security. 

John 10:28-30: “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater tha all, no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.” 

Romans 8:28-39: “.......no anything else in all of creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Hebrews 8:12. “For I will forgive their sins and remember their wickedness no more.” 

This passage offers no help to those who preach that salvation can be lost and regained, because here it is lost forever. 

2. Professed believers who have never really been saved. 

Exposed to Christian truth, may have shown some evidence of apparent conversion, but these were abortive. 

E.g. Judas. Cast out demons and healed the sick. 

Peter denied the Lord, but repented. Judas, was remorseful, but didn’t repent. 

e.g. Simon Magus. Acts 8:13, He had believed, baptised and continued with Philip.  

The parable of the sower, Matt 13: received the Word with joy but when persecution or hardship came, they gave up. 

The Work of the Spirit before true regeneration is real. The Spirit convinces men of sin, righteousness and judgment. Before someone receives Christ, he is illuminated by the Spirit. 

The text doesn’t specify that they were born again, had received the Holy Spirit. 

Many are called, but few are chosen. 

What does it mean, to taste. Is it a sampling? 

Christ tasted death Heb 2:9, He really died. Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

This view conserves the truth about eternal security but at the expense of diluting the first four participles to something less than genuine conversion. 

3. Saved persons who backslide.

Refers to regenerate persons, and acknowledges the Scriptural teaching on eternal security. The inference is that this was a temporary punishment, but not eternally cast away from God. The interpreter must decide, whether the severity of the warning here is properly served if all that is meant is that you can’t as Christians, make a fresh start. 

(The ‘once for all’ points to something complete, not just spiritual exposure or illumination, something short of regeneration) 

The warning of Chapter 3. 

Like the children of Israel who wandered in the desert for 40 years, through unbelief. 

Fruitlessness. 

1 Corinthians 11: judgment on those who rebel.

Cannot be brought to repentance, leaving a whole way of life to embrace the Christian life. Does not say, cannot be forgiven, or restored to salvation. 

Cannot bring back the past. What we lose in terms of time and energy spent, is gone.  

4. A hypothetical case to illustrate the folly of apostasy. 

A supposed case, assuming for the moment the presuppositions of some of his confused and wavering readers.  

Unless the writer is speaking about something that could really happen, it is not a warning about anything.  

There are hypothetical cases put forward in Scripture: Galatians 3:12; James 2:10; John 9:39; Hebrews 6:9

There is nothing to show that any of his readers are in this situation. 

WARNING #2  BE DILIGENT

Verses 9 to 12, you are not like those people. Show the same diligence. Discovering God’s rest, Sabbath rest does not mean being lazy. 

constant and earnest effort to accomplish what is undertaken; persistent exertion of body or mind.

Perseverance, application, attention, concentration, 
Hebrews 6:11-12 (KJV) 
11 And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end: 
12 That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

Hebrews 6:11-12 (ESV) 
11 And we desire each one of you to show the same earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end, 
12 so that you may not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

Hebrews 6:11-12 (MSG) 
11 And now I want each of you to extend that same intensity toward a full-bodied hope, and keep at it till the finish. 
12 Don't drag your feet. Be like those who stay the course with committed faith and then get everything promised to them. 

Hebrews 6:11-12 (NIV) 
11 We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, in order to make your hope sure. 
12 We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been promised. 

Hebrews 6:11-12 (NASB) 
11 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope until the end, 
12 so that you will not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises. 

Confident of better things in your case. Your work and love. Do not become lazy, but continue through faith and patience. Love, hope, faith. 

Verse 11, full assurance. Make your hope sure. 

Heb 10:19-25, 22, plerophoria, 

In other words, he wants us to get with the program, to enjoy the fullness of God, to get on with the things of the Lord, to be overwhelmed and overjoyed with the Lord, to enjoy the fullness of the Holy Spirit, and to have this worked out in our every day life. 

Where are you at today spiritually? Are you floundering, or are you on target? It’s your responsibility. Nobody can do it for you. 

ill/ The average American, worships his work, works at his play, and plays at his worship. 

Acts 2:42, they ‘devoted themselves....

The "full assurance of faith" means unwavering confidence; a fullness of faith in God which leaves no room for doubt. Christians are permitted to come thus because God has revealed himself through the Redeemer as in every way deserving their fullest confidence. No one approaches God in an acceptable manner who does not come to him in this manner. What parent would feel that a child came with any right feelings to ask a favour of him who had not the fullest confidence in him? Notes on the New Testament Explanatory and Practical.
Leads to a place of confidence and assurance. 

The opposite of legalism, is not laziness. The opposite of legalism is love. 

Someone with a legalistic spirit keeps track of every good thing they do, keeps score on himself and others. Then compares himself to others, and of course comes out ahead. Legalism leads to pride and self-infatuation. 

Love, as described in the Bible, is genuinely concerned about others, and does not keep account of the effort spent. 

PROMISE: 

13- 20, The certainty of God’s promise. 

God’s promise and oath. 

Verse 19, 
Anchor. this hope as anchor for the soul, firm and secure. Jesus has entered on our behalf.

1. The anchor is sure. 

2. It is properly fixed. He has entered heaven, inside the veil, to appear as our high priest in the presence of God. 

Forerunner. Denotes the believers’ prospect of being there. Differs from Levitical priests, and like Melchizadek. 
Faith, patience. Show the same diligence, inherit what is promised. God would have us not to give up, to continue to persevere with the goal of producing more fruit, until the end. 

This from the Radio Bible Class, Daily Bread, yesterday, 

Sixteen Tons,” written by Merle Travis and recorded by Tennessee Ernie Ford, became one of America’s most popular songs in the mid-1950s. People seemed to identify with this coal miner’s lament about feeling trapped and unable to change his situation no matter how hard he worked. Coal miners often lived in company-owned houses and were paid in “scrip”—coupons valid only at the company-owned store. Even if summoned to heaven, the miner said, he couldn’t go because he owed his soul to the company store.

When life is at its lowest ebb, we are not without hope because of the wonderful grace of God. —David McCasland

When trouble seeks to rob your very breath,
When tragedy hits hard and steals your days,
Recall that Christ endured the sting of death;
He gives us hope, and merits all our praise. —Gustafson

No one is hopeless whose hope is in God.
FRIDAY, JUNE 11, 2010
An Anchor for the Soul

Shortly after 9:00 p.m. on July 24, 2002, miners working in the Quecreek Mine just south of Pittsburgh broke through the mine wall into Saxman Mine which operators abandoned in 1950 and had since filled with water. Though they made it to higher ground, nine miners remain trapped and standing in four feet of 50-degree water. The men huddled together to keep warm. Later, they wrote last words to family members on scraps of paper and placed them in a pail. Then, the men tethered themselves together so all would be found if they drowned.

This account paints a pretty bleak picture and left alone the miners would have had no hope. However, working tirelessly for over three days, rescuers using water pumps, air pumps, and mining equipment retrieved each of the nine miners. 

You can bet that the view from the stretcher as rescuers carried each miner to a waiting ambulance differed radically from the view they shared of a flooded mine shaft 240 feet below the surface. From one vantage point they rested in the knowledge of rescue and from the other they were surrounded by dark, dirt, water, and the inevitable.

If you’ve followed this blog, you know that our family recently lost our youngest daughter to an auto accident that tragically took the lives of three people. The place where I now live is just about as cold and dark and potentially as hopeless as the flooded Quecreek Mine. 

Left to my own devices, my loss, my emotions, my inability to see beyond my catastrophic grief, I see no way out, no future. There is a pain in my soul that makes the rest of my life seem like the watery liquid at the bottom of a glass of soda after the ice has melted. Everything that gave me pleasure has lost its appeal. On some days, the best I can hope for is getting to evening and a couple of Tylenol PM tabs and closing my eyes. But, even then, my sleep is distorted with uneasy dreams. My grief is impossible to adequately describe and equally impossible for someone who has not experienced it to imagine. None of this is unusual, but shouldn’t my faith in Jesus somehow mitigate the pain?

The short answer is “no.” Nothing in Scripture suggests that my faith will make the experience of my loss any easier. Believers and those outside the faith alike are created as emotional beings and equally lack the ability to make sense of some emotions. The depth of the pain does not differentiate my experience from outsiders, but my knowledge of rescue does – the difference is hope.

In this mortal existence, I will never be the same. My daughter is gone and while I breathe with this body, I’ll never see her. Nothing can fix that injury and I will always bear that scar. Even as time wears away on my grief, things will never be the same.

But I know the rest of the story. Even though my grief at this point does not allow me to feel the love that Jesus has for me, I know that nothing can separate me from His love. I cannot fathom the reason for my loss, but I know that God is sovereign and this train-wreck somehow works towards His glory and my good. Despite the fact that these eyes will never again set their gaze on my daughter’s face, I will see her again. I have hope.

Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath. God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered to us may be greatly encouraged. We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf.
[Hebrews 6:17-20a]

This is not just any kind of hope, rather it is hope in the Living God – the God who infinite and unfettered by any limitation of His creation, the God who is personal and desires to have a relationship with me, the God who is unchangeable, the God who is eternal, the God who is present everywhere. He is all knowing, wise, truthful, good, loving, merciful, holy, orderly, righteous, just, beautiful, and much more.

While this hope does not alleviate the intensity of my grief and even though I’m still free-falling through the dark, I know my circumstance is not bottomless. How one could face my grief without a firm and secure anchor for their soul, without the hope of my God, eludes me.

We have an anchor for our soul in the face of trials, in the face of temptation. 

TWO WARNINGS, ONE OBSERVATION, ONE PROMISE. 

Discernment, to avoid snares, traps, and hinder growth. 

Apostasy...deliberate turning from God. 

Diligence, leads to full assurance of hope

Anchor...hope 
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