1 Kings 10:14 to 1 Kings 11:43, The demise of Solomon 
Intro
Last Sunday evening we looked at Solomon’s rise to wealth and fame, this evening we’ll be looking at Solomon’s demise. 
How can someone who started so well, can end so poorly. Karen Davis, in her book, Growing older, growing wiser, cites Howard Hendricks who says, ‘There are about 3,000 people mentioned by name in the Bible. Of those 3,000, we only have enough information to evaluate the lives of about 100 of them. Of those 100, only about one-third of them finished well. Of those who failed, most failed in the last half of their lives.’ 
One of the useful questions that we can ask ourselves when we read a passage of Scripture is, “What would be missing, if this passage wasn’t there?” What is the particular significance of this passage? There might be a number of things. 
One of the pieces of information that jumps out is that Solomon had 700 wives, and 300 concubines. What was the man thinking? While there are other cases of polygamy in Scripture, the number of wives is nowhere near this high anywhere else in Scripture. 
This story demonstrates God’s sovereignty, and man’s responsibility. 
This story illustrates a number of very practical NT lessons for us as believers. 
PRAY. 
READ 10:23-25, 26, 11:1-13, 14, 23, 26-40, 
1. God’s sovereignty
2. Man’s responsibility
3. Heart/ passion
4. Commandments / flagrant disobedience 
5. Foreign wives / unequally yoked
6. Polygamy / 

God’s sovereignty
Another question we can ask when we read any passage of Scripture is, What does the passage teach us about God? God doesn’t change. While the administration of His people, the covenants and instructions to us, change, His character doesn’t change. So even as we look at this passage from 3,000 years ago, it tells us a number of important things about God. 
God is in charge. God controls human destiny. At a certain point in time, God decides to take away the kingdom, and give it to someone else, not Solomon’s son. In fact it was one of  his servants, Jeroboam. But God decided to keep Judah for Solomon’s son. 
God raised up an adversary. Never before had there been an adversary to Solomon. 
11:11, ‘I will surely tear the kingdom from you and give it to your servant’. 
13However, I will not tear away all the kingdom, but I will give one tribe to your son, for the sake of David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem that I have chosen.” 
14, and the Lord raised up an adversary. 23, and God raised up an adversary. 
1 Kings 11:35 (ESV) 
35 But I will take the kingdom out of his son’s hand and will give it to you, ten tribes. 
1 Kings 11:40 (ESV) 
40 Solomon sought therefore to kill Jeroboam. But Jeroboam arose and fled into Egypt, to Shishak king of Egypt, and was in Egypt until the death of Solomon. 
God is in charge. Solomon tried to go against the decision of God, but God protected Jeroboam to fulfill God’s own purpose. 
In other words all of Solomon’s wisdom, business acumen, strategic alliances, his wealth and influence, could not alter God’s decision, and plan for Israel and Judah. 
We had the same lesson in earlier, when Absalom tried to take over the kingdom from his father David, 2 Samuel 15:1-6; 18:9; and then Adonijah tried to take over the kingdom from Solomon, 1 Kings 1:5. In spite of their talent and popularity, God didn’t allow it.  
What determined Solomon’s success, and failure as God’s king? It was the condition of his heart before God. In  verse 9 we read that he had turned his heart away from the Lord, he actually went after other gods. After all that God had done for him, he went and worshipped at other altars, before other gods, giving them praise and glory. 
Solomon forgot the source of his blessings. 
God has a plan for this world, for the church, and for you and me. 
God is in charge, and ultimately, His will, will be done. Scriptures tell us that God lifts up one, and puts down another. We do have many illustrations of this in Scripture. 
This is summed up nicely in an article by Gordon Lewis, in a book called: The Portable Seminary, David Horton, general editor. Published by Bethany House, Page 113, READ IT. 

This holds true as well in the church, for ministry. It is God who puts people in ministry, it is not the elders. The elders have no authority whatsoever to put people in ministry. The elders recognize and acknowledge ministries, but we do not have the authority to put people in ministry. There is a difference there that is extremely important to understand. 

Man’s responsibility
What is equally interesting is that God let Solomon go his own way to a certain point. God did not force obedience upon Solomon. Why didn’t God stop Solomon from making all those mistakes. 
We are responsible for our actions, not someone else, not God. 
You remember in the garden of Eden when Adam and Eve succumbed to temptation, what was their response when God called them on it. Eve blamed the snake, Adam blamed Eve. But they were both punished. Our human tendency is to blame someone else for our behaviour, and ultimately God. 
Solomon had no excuse. He had been clearly warned by God in direct communication with God. 
Exodus 34:16; Deut.7:3 ‘you shall not intermarry with them...to serve other gods’
Deut. 17: 16 to 20, not to marry foreign women, accumulate horses and wealth. 
Solomon who had been blessed beyond measure, to please his foreign wives, built altars to their gods, and did evil in the sight of the Lord. 
700 wives, 300 concubines. They were just there for show, to demonstrate to others that he had the money to support that many wives. Maybe they were just a status symbol, so that folk knew that he was, ‘doing well’. 
‘Clung fast to these in love’ ‘held fast to these in love’ KJV ‘clave unto them’ , 
Why did God let Solomon fall away? 
Boundaries page 29. READ. 
God doesn’t force us to obey him. 1 John 5:16, pray for others who are going astray; exhort them 1 Thess 5:14; John 21:20-23, 
Often the people who are the most critical are the people who are doing the least, it deflects attention from themselves, and their lack of contribution. James 4:11,12, 
Passion
Wine, women, or wealth? Can take our hearts away. 
1 Kings 11:4, READ
What is the attraction? The passion, the delirium, the excitement of such unlimited pleasure, adventurous comfort and wild ideas. 
Is God our passion? Is your relationship with God, exciting? 
I recognize that there is more to life than excitement, and there is only so much excitement that we can handle. But Jesus did say, I have come that your joy may be full. ‘And we are writing these things that our joy may be complete.’ 
How can we love God more? What is the route? What is your relationship like with the Lord? Do you have one? 
Do you have a personal relationship with the Lord that is vital and strong? 
Three mountains in Solomon’s life: Gibeon-1000 offerings, Moriah-dedication of the temple, Mount of Olives-worshipping in idolatry. 
Sinful passions can crowd out our life. 
Revelation 2:4, Church at Ephesus, ‘you have lost your first love’ 
John 14:21, ‘He who has my commandments and keeps them is the one who loves me’. 


Flagrant disobedience:  
Didn’t copy the law and read it. 
Multiplied foreign wives. Accumulated gold. Horses. 
Deut 17:14 to 18,
Prayed for his father’s faith, rather have his own faith. 
Solomon’s life stands as a solemn warning against ungodly alliances and relationships that can only destroy the believer’s spiritual vitality. Nehemiah 13:26, 
Obvious lesson for us today: Do not be unequally yoked. 
2 Corinthians 6:14, do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. Why, because down the road we might end up far from the source of all blessing, far from the Lord. 
Illustration of two ships starting out from New York going toward Europe. A slight difference in the direction will take them to two different destinations, very far apart. It’s not just where you are now, but where are you headed? 
He is not taken to task for the wealth, and the horses. 
He loved his wives. There was an emotional attachment.


Polygamy
When we read this there a couple of things that strike us; one, he was unimaginably wealthy, disgustingly rich, and he had a way too many wives, 700 wives and 300 concubines. What was the man thinking? This raises a number of questions, at least in my mind. How do you manage 700 wives? What were the logistics? Where did they all live? What did they do all day? What is a concubine? 

This taken from a book entitled, ‘Hard Sayings of the Bible’
Polygamy appears for the first time in Genesis 4:19, when Lamech became the first bigamist, marrying two wives, Adah and Zilah. No other recorded instances of polygamy exist from Shem to Terah, the father of Abraham. (except for the incident in Genesis 6:1-7)
Was polygamy, with its correlative concubinage, ever a lawful practice in the Old Testament? No permission can be recited from the text for any such institution or practice. To support it one could appeal only to illustrations in the lives of a rather select number of persons. None of these examples has the force of normative theology. The bible merely describes what some did; it never condones their polygamy, nor does it make their practices normative for that time or later times. 
From the beginning of time up to 931 B.C., when the kingdom was divided after Solomon’s day, there are only fifteen examples of polygamy in the O.T.: Lamech, the ‘Sons of God’ in Gen. 6, Abraham’s brother Nahor, Abraham, Esau, Jacob, Gideon, Jair, Ibzan, Abdon, Samson, Elkanah, Sual, David and Solomon. In the divided monarchy, Rehoboam Abijah, Ahab and Jehoram all were bigamists, and possibly Joash. This gives us a total of 19 instances, and among them thirteen were persons of absolute power whom no one could call into judgment except God. 
Malachi 2:14 says that God is a witness to all weddings and contends for the wife of our youth. 
Jeremiah rebukes the men of his day for ‘neighing for another man’s wife’ (5:8). If polygamy was customary, he would have said ‘wives’. 
From the Zondervan pictorial enclyclopedia of the Bible. Volume 4, page 93
‘Under the Judges and monarchy Israel shifted toward a wider practice of polygamy. Bigamy was recognized as a legal fact (Deut 21:15-17). But it is clear that the most common form of marriage in Israel is monogamy. No cases of bigamy are found among the commoners in the books of Samuel and Kings. The books of wisdom, which provide a picture of society for this period, never mentioned polygamy…The image of a monogamous marriage was in the minds of those prophets who represented Israel as the one wife chosen by the one and only God, Yahweh. Ezekiel developed the same metaphor into an allegory.” 

Genesis 2:24 gives us the basis for marriage. While it was certainly within the Creator’s prerogative and power to make more than one wife for the man, God intentionally only made Eve, revealing to Adam his plan with the words, ‘ A  man (singular) shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to  his wife (singular) and they shall become one flesh’ 
God’s ideal of monogamy was not upheld. ///see Kostenberger….., then go to N.T. 
Having multiple wives was a departure: from God’s plan for marriage, creating general disorder, favouritism and jealousy among competing wives. 
Many passages uphold monogamy as the continuing ideal: Proverbs 12:4, 18:22, 19:14, 31:10-31, Ps 128:3, Ezek. 16:8. 
While there were examples of love and devotion, Isaac and Rebekah, Jacob and Rachel, Ruth and Boaz, women were a source of temptation and led to the demise of men like Samson, David and Solomon. 
Matthew 19, Jesus cites Genesis 2:24, 



Conclusion
Where is our heart? Is it with the Lord? The Lord Jesus himself said this was the greatest commandment, we are to love the Lord, Matt 22:34-40, 
If it isn’t with the Lord, it’s with somebody or something else?  
Just as the Lord said about marriage, ‘what God has joined together, let not man separate.’ Nothing should come between us and the Lord. Marriage is a picture of the relationship between the Lord and His church. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Polygamy not only led to Solomon’s downfall, but it is also a metaphor of his divided heart, a heart not fully given to the Lord. While we might not be polygamous, we might have a divided heart. If that is the case, the way to changing that is to confess it to the Lord, and He promises to forgive, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
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(Unity, Memory, Recognition, Identification, Anticipation, Intimacy. Who are the listeners? What is like to be….? )
