1 Kings 1, January 1st, 2012:  To have the audience consider God’ will, rather than their own. 
(unity, memory, recognition, identification, anticipation, intimacy)
Introduction 
This evening we are starting our Sunday evening series on 1 Kings which we plan to continue until Easter, Lord willing. 
The study of the Old Testament is fascinating for many reasons. It is full of examples, illustrations and stories that explain in picture form a number of truths in the N.T. that are often given in a succinct way without too much description. 
This evening we are looking at the story of the man who would be king. This evokes the broader question that each of us face as Christians, will it be, ‘my will, or God’s will’? My will, or God’s will. 
Verses 1 to 5
We’re getting towards the end of King David’s life. He’s around 70 years old but more significantly, in a position of weakness. 
Enter Adonijah the opportunist, seeing the weakness of the current leadership, moves in to take advantage for himself. Adonijah rallies Joab to his side, along with Abiather the priest. He prepares a coronation ceremony complete with parade and feast. 
Absalom, his brother had tried unsuccessfully to take over from his father. (2 Samuel 15:17-22). Absalom didn’t have the support of the military leader Joab, nor a spiritual leader. Furthermore David was younger and in better shape. 
Like Absalom he was a handsome man, who had been pampered by his father. Adonijah knew that the kingdom belonged to Solomon, (2:15…for it was his from the Lord’s). 
Verse 10 
Zadok the high priest, Benaiah the leader of the king’s personal guard, Nathan the prophet, and the king’s might men were not invited. 
Verses 11 
Nathan was a loyal friend and advisor to the king. He had announced God’s covenant to David and his descendants. He had confronted David about his sin of adultery with Bathsheba.  Once again Nathan displays tact and wisdom in his communication style. He has a plan and includes Bathsheba. We haven’t heard too much about Bathsheba but it seems she had won a place of trust and confidence with David. 
Verses 12 to 21(just read the first verse)
With Nathan’s help, Bathsheba goes and talks to the King. It’s interesting to contrast Bathsheba to Rebekah and her conniving with Jacob to deceive Isaac for his blessing. 


Verses 22-27, Nathan informs David
Nathan approaches David using two questions. 
Did David announce that Adonijah would sit on the throne? Had the king done this in secret? 
David learns about the coup d’etat. 
It probably reminds him of Absalom’s attempt. 
Verses 28-37
David instructs his loyal servants. 
Verses 38-53, Israel is informed
Nathan, Zadok and Benaiah announce to Israel that Solomon is king. Over at En Rogel, the people were singing God save King Adonijah. 
Verses 39, Solomon is declared king. 
Verse 49, Adonijah is informed of the King’s choice, and realizes his certain doom. He flees to the altar for protection. Solomon shows his brother mercy, with strict conditions. 
Chaper 2, David instructs Solomon to apply justice to Joab. 



Exalting yourself 
Most of us here today are nowhere near the position Adonijah was in, socially or economically. To become a king is not a realistic expectation for any of us. 
However I would suggest to you that we are each faced with the same choice: My will or God’s will?  
When we read in chapter 1:5, ‘ then Adonijah, son of Haggith, exalted himself, saying, I will be king…’ 
Spiritually speaking, this is a lethal statement. 
Isaiah 14:13, 14, You said in your heart, I will ascend to heaven, above the stars of God. I will set my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the most high.’
This is attributed to angel Satan. This is the essence of sin and rebellion. This is the extreme case of Satan competing and attacking God. To a lesser degree, but of the same nature, our sinful human nature opposes God, and his will. Being upwardly mobile, as the expression goes, is not necessarily wrong, but if done willfully, with no regard for God or others, exalting oneself goes against a spiritual truth explained by Jesus in the N.T. 
Luke 14:11, ‘For whoever exalts himself, will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.’ This is a spiritual law. I’m sure many of you have experience this in your own life. In this particular example it is about sitting at a banquet. 
Whether it’s the seating plan at a banquet, or taking over the kingdom, the principle is the same. God is interested in what is going on, and He has a plan. 
James 4:13 to 17, If God wills. 
My will, or God’s will?   Illustration/// Camp Hermon family camp 


There are many examples in the Scripture of believers being willful, not wanting to do, or to wait for God’s will. 

Jonah. Who was told to go to Ninevah, and who went in the opposite direction to Tarsis. 
Then we have Job, and Habbukuk who respectfully questioned the will of God. 
Numbers 14: 8 to 11, 
Story of the 12 spies, only two believed they could do it. 
1 Samuel 13:8-14, Saul’s impatience cost him the kingship
1 Samuel 15:22-23, to obey is better than sacrifices. 



In the New Testament, there are a number of explicit references to the will of God, and our will. 
Matthew 6:10, 
Jesus hinted at the problem when He gave us the Lord’s Prayer. Included in that model prayer were these words: “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven” The basic difficulty may be easily seen if we lay it out in a series of logical statements:
God has a will concerning my life. When I pray, “Your will be done,” I am asking for God’s will to prevail over my will.
But that’s only part of the problem. Jesus taught us to pray that God’s will might be done “on earth as it is in heaven.” Exactly how is God’s will being done in heaven? If the reference is to the angels , then God’s will is always being done in heaven. Psalm 103:20 says, “Bless the LORD, O you his angels, you mighty ones who do his word, obeying the voice of his word!” In heaven, God’s will is always done; right away, completely, and with joy. 
Sometimes is hard to pray, “Your will be done” because it means giving up control of your own life, because we often doubt that God wants the best for us,  because God’s will sometimes involves suffering and pain; because you are praying against the status quo. 
Luke 22:42
We have the example of our Saviour who prayed, ‘not my will but yours, be done.’ This is a sacred scene that we do not want to reference just lightly, in passing, however, the Lord’s prayer, is the prime example of this temptation, ‘not my will, but yours be done’. As he was tempted by Satan at the beginning of his ministry without sinning, so to here, the temptation to not do the Father’s will was there. 

C. S. Lewis said there are two kinds of people in the world, and only two kinds: those who say to God, “Your will be done” and those to whom God says in the end, “Your will be done.” Which kind are you?

Romans 12:1, 2
Gives us the modus operandi, the how to. 
This is the model, and the directive we’ve been given as believers. We’re asked to consecrate ourselves to God, to do His will, which might not be our own. We’re asked to do this on a daily basis, a weekly basis, and as we have opportunity to make decisions for our life that will have long range consequences, by the transforming of our mind, and the presentation of our bodies, our time and our money. 


Service for God 
It is the Lord who has prepared good works for us to do. He will open the way for us to do them. The question is, whether we want to do his will or not. 
Paul 
If you were to look at the beginning of Paul’s epistles, he almost always starts with, ‘Paul, called to be an apostle’
	Romans
	Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of God. 

	1Corinthians 
	Paul, called to be an apostle, by the will of God..’ 

	Galatians 
	Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father…

	Ephesians
	Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the will of God..

	Philippians
	Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ

	Colossians
	Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God…

	1Thessalonians
	Paul, Silvanus, Timothy, 

	1 Timothy
	Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the commandment of God our Saviour and the Lord Jesus Christ, our hope…



Paul did not place himself into God’s service, God did. Paul had a very clear sense of his calling to God’s service, that God had called and commanded him to preach the Gospel. 
The Lord opened up the way for Paul to preach the Gospel. Acts 13, the church was directed by the Holy Spirit to set apart Paul and Barnabas for a specific task. 
John the Baptist, John 3:27
‘A man can receive nothing unless it has been given him from heaven.’ 
Colossians 1:15 to 20, He is before all things, all things hold together. He is the Head of the body, of the church. 
Ending
[bookmark: _GoBack]Have you discovered the glory of letting God rule your life? Or on you still trying to run it yourself? Have you discovered the gloriousness, the blessedness, the freedom, the exhilaration of letting God run your life?
As we look towards 2012, may our prayer be, ‘not my will, but yours be done’. 
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