1 Corinthians 1, January 1st 2012
(Unity, Memory, Recognition, Identification, Anticipation, Intimacy. Who are the listeners? What is like to be….? ) Message statement. How to maintain unity in the body of Christ. 
Today we are starting a series on the book of 1 Corinthians, looking at one chapter a Sunday until Easter. 
We can think of 1 Corinthians as a collection of pearls. A pearl is formed by the secretions the shell produces to deal with an irritant.  In each chapter Paul identifies an error, and then responds with a universal truth that can be applied today. So because of their errors, we have a number of precious pearls that will guide us as we seek to serve Christ. 
Paul has a pastoral, fatherly balance in dealing with these Christians. He affirms their worth and his high regard for them, and at the same time he is very straightforward about correcting their wrong behaviour. 
Paul had spent 18 months in Corinth during his second missionary journey, Acts 18. During his third missionary journey Paul stayed in Ephesus up to three years. It was at this time he wrote 1 Corinthians. So it would have been a few years after the initial stay. 5:9 refers to a previous lost letter, so 1 Corinthians that we have today, is actually his second letter. 

Christians, READ verses 1 to 9, 
Who was Paul writing to? The Apostle Paul is writing to a group of Christians at Corinth. In the first nine verses we get a fairly positive picture of how they’re doing. They have been sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints. He blesses them and thanks God for them, and the evidence of grace in their lives. They were not lacking in any gift. They were eagerly waiting for the return of Christ. Paul reminds them, God is faithful and would present them blameless in that day. They had been called into the fellowship of His Son, much like the Christians in 1 John.  
Fellowship with the Father, the Son, and other believers. The privilege of being a Christian is this personal relationship with God, and with each other. They had meaning and purpose in life, they knew God. 
Who were these Christians? 
They were from Corinth. Corinth had a reputation of being a morally decadent city. It was one of the major cities of the Roman empire, a commercial hub because of its prime location. Corinth was situated on a four and half mile isthmus (narrow stretch of land) that connected mainland Greece to Achaia. To avoid the two hundred mile journey around Achaia, ships were placed on wooden platforms and dragged across a stone road on the isthmus between the two ports. Rome never built a canal.  There was lots of traffic.  Plato used the term, ‘Corinthian girl’ to refer to a prostitute. Corinth was home to many pagan temples, including The Temple of Aphrodite. 
1 Corinthians 6:9 to 11, 
Address unbelievers, un-saved. Proclaim the Gospel. 2 Corinthians 5:17, Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold the new has come. 
If you are here to day and you do not know if you are Christian…

Do you know what one of the first steps in being born again is? Realizing you’re not born again. 

The importance of Unity, verses 10 to 17 
I want you think back over your life, whether you are young or older. I want you to think back to what in your mind were the best of times, and the worst of times. I would venture to say, that during your ‘best of times’ you felt understood and loved by someone else. You were contributing and you were appreciated. You were getting along with others. By the same token, the worst of times were when you felt isolated, misunderstood and seemingly useless. There was a disconnection. 
What the Gospel does is firstly, connect us to God, then connect us to a group of believers. We become part of the body of Christ. The local church is meant to be a place of love and understanding, and unity. A healthy connection in the body of Christ is crucial to our well-being. 
The very first problem he identifies, is division. It will come up again in the book.  Unity in the church is fundamental to our church life, and to our well-being. 
People were dividing into subgroups, us and them, and were competing with other groups. They were creating division in the body of Christ. 
As we’re going to see throughout this book, Christians are not perfect. They were relatively new Christians, a couple of years old in the Lord. But this still happens today with Christians, and even those who have been Christians for a long time. 
How important is unity in the local church? 
PEARL #1. VERSE TEN
Throughout Scripture we see the importance of unity:  
READ: Psalm 133, The pleasures of unity are beyond description. There is a blessing and an abundance in unity. Unity is a prerequisite to God’s blessing. Unity is essential to blessing. No unity, no blessing. 
Jesus said, Luke 11:17 ‘Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and a divided household falls.’ 
What is unity? Is unity in the church? Is it uniformity? 
Do we all have to think exactly the same thing on every theological issue? 
‘To be in the same mind, in the same judgment.’ There are a number of fundamental doctrines that we have to agree on to be Christians, such as the deity of Christ, the trinity, the authority of Scripture and so on. See our statement of belief on our website. I suggest that on a number of secondary issues, we can agree, to disagree. How we hold and carry our beliefs is as important as what they are. Forcing someone to have the same opinion is not honest, loving or kind. Robbing that person of their right of personal judgment, is not the unity described in the Bible. 
For example: John Mackie led us in a seminar on effective team work. The first element was trust, the second element was to master conflict, being able to disagree with each other amicably, being able to talk about differences in a loving and kind way. 
Peacemakers: Peace-breakers: belligerent bullies in a china shop who want to force everyone to hold their opinion. Peace-fakers: lie to themselves and others by putting on a smiley face when they are not really in agreement. 
How are we to arrive at this balance? 
The apostle Paul explains it to us in this example. 
Why were they divided? READ verses18 to 31
They were divided because of worldly thinking. They were evaluating their preachers according to worldly standards of wisdom, and the result of their thinking was division. They were pitting one preacher against another. They were Greeks. Greeks prized oratory. They recognized good speakers. 
Pearl #2, Verse 18: READ, 
God is not impressed with the wisdom of this world. Christ died on the cross, a shameful death. This was not wise, nor glorious, nor strong, according to the wisdom of the world. 
The word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing. The Jews require signs, the Greek seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified. …power of God, and wisdom of God. 
The ways of God are not the ways of the world. The ways of the world are domineering, crushing your enemies through superiority. Worldly thinking is interested in the promotion of self, or one’s opinion’s, to the detriment of the other people’s opinions. This is how these Corinthians were thinking about their preachers. They were playing them off one against another. 
///////You will notice that it was not the preachers’ fault that the people were acting in this way. They most certainly were preaching for the glory of God, and not for their own glory. It was the people’s worldly reaction that caused division. The division came from the immaturity of the believers. 
The biggest threat to unity, is ourselves, and how we respond or react to ideas that may be different than our own. 
When we are faced with differing opinions, we can be tempted, like the Corinthians, to make a fight of it, rather than think and talk in the fullness of the Spirit of God. 
There are many passages of Scripture that can help us work our way this challenge to hold our opinions in a loving way: 
One is James 3:13 to 4:6. 
For sake of time I will just read: 
James 3:13, ‘Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his works in the meekness of wisdom.’
James 3:17, ‘But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reaons, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.’  
READ Philippians 2:1 to 11, : “ Let this mind be in you…” If we hold our opinions in an arrogant, unloving, domineering way, we are sinning.
Have this mind in you, which is yours in Christ Jesus. 


Centered around the Lord Jesus brings unity, 29 to 30, 
I want to draw your attention to verses 29 to 31. And in particular the phrase, ‘in his presence’. 
We’re interested in experiencing the presence of God in our church fellowship. 
1 John 4:12, ‘no one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.
The values of this world are different than God’s value. The scale is turned upside down. The world is impressed by money, fame and earthly wisdom. God is impressed by people who do the right thing, or righteousness, or morality. He is impressed by self-giving love for others. He is impressed by love and obedience to his Son Jesus Christ. 
Self-promotion, or the promotion of one’s side in opposition to the other side, or a divisive spirit, gets in the way of experiencing God’s presence in our midst. It is worldly thinking, opposite to God’s thinking. 
No flesh to glory in God’s presence. Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord. Our desire is to live in the presence of God. The other way is seeking to glorify God, and not ourselves. 
We were reminiscing about the best of times, and the worst of times. Each one of us has a responsibility to do our part in creating those circumstances that will contribute to the best of times, for others. 1 John 1:7 reminds us that, ‘If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.’ 
When we do that, we will be blessed as well. 
Ending
From time to time God tests our maturity. God brings circumstances into our life to see what we are made of, to see how we will respond. God is exhorting us, today at Rideauview, to be united, to be of one mind. 
Pearl #1, Verse 10; Pearl #2, Verse 18, 
[bookmark: _GoBack]And what is that one mind? That one mind is the mind of Christ as described in Phil 2:  holding every brother and sister in Christ in high regard, because they belong to Christ. In so doing the presence of God will be felt and experienced by everyone here, and we will thank and glorify God because only He can produce that in us. 
6

